Campbells Cottage
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My husband Paul and I moved into Campbells Cottage in June 1986, after we got married.  Paul came from Garelochhead, but we both worked at Rostad Salmon, the salmon farm, myself in the hatchery and Paul on the sea site so that was why we decided to stay in Cairndow.  We rented the house from Strone Estate.

Campbells Cottage had been a holiday cottage since Archie Campbell, Flora McCuish and their family left it in 1977 ?  That was when the houses name was changed from Croitachonie to Campbells Cottage.

Campbells Cottage had a back and front door, we never used the front door, we would go into the house from the back door on the side of the house, into a small passage, on the left was a bathroom, it had a bath, wash hand basin and toilet, a window looking out the back of the house, at the end of the passage was a large kitchen.  This was a new extension that had been added to the house before it had become a holiday house. The kitchen had two large, shelved cupboards on the left hand wall as you went in the door, on the back wall was the sink in front of the window, some unit tops and a cooker, on the opposite wall from the door you are entering was another window.  You went into the living room through a doorway (which was into the original house) opposite the back window, in the living room there was three windows, two on the left hand side of the house, on the gable end (the further back one being new), and a big one to the front of the house.  The room had an open fire, it didn’t have a back boiler to heat the water, it was made from small bricks and was painted in a horrible brown gloss paint, to the left of the fire was a small, two door cupboard, below the old window. Opposite the fire was a cupboard under the stairs, which was handy for storing kindlings  and stuff for the fire.

On the right hand side of the front window, was a door into the front hall,  the front door was on your left and the stairs was on your right, they were pretty steep stairs made of wood, straight in front of you from the front hall was a very cold bedroom, it had a large window on the front wall, a shelved cupboard and fireplace on the side wall which we never used, as the chimney was blocked, on the same wall was another window( which was new) we used this room in the summer.

Upstairs there was two small bedrooms with cum ceilings, and dorm windows, in the one to the left as you went up stairs, it had two cupboards one just as you went in the door, and one at the front of the bedroom, above the front hall.  It was in there that we stored all our wedding presents, and the mice ate all our brand new towels and linen we had been given as presents, I was mad!!  In the one to the right there was a small cupboard to the right of the window.

The cottage had no central heating, only the coal fire in the living room, we had a cylinder gas fire in the kitchen. In the winter we slept upstairs above the living room as it was warmer. All the windows were single glazed.

Our neighbours in Lower Croitachonie, opposite us, were Mr and Mrs Mickel, they had the house as a holiday cottage.  Jane Dawson owned Croft Kennels (dog and cat kennels) which had previously been Upper Croitachonie, Top Croitachonie was a holiday cottage, we didn’t know the people who owned it.

We lived a Campbells Cottage for seven years, and were very happy there, we did at one point try to buy the cottage, but at that time the estate was being split up so they changed their mind as they didn’t know who was getting it.

We moved from Campbell’s Cottage to Garden Cottage in 1992.
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